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RECENT PHASES OF LITERARY
CRITICISM

THE criticism of criticism is one of the marked
literary characteristics of the last ten or-fifteen
years, both in this country and in Europe. It is seen
in France in Brunetiere's essays and in Hennequin's
" Scientific Criticism;" in England in the recent
work of W. Basil Worsfold on the "Principles of
Criticism" and in Mr. John M. Robertson's two
volumes of "Essays toward a Critical Method;" in
this country in Mr. Howells's " Criticism and Fic-
tion," in Professor Johnson's "Elements of Criti-
cism," and in the still more recent work of Professor
Sears on " Methods and Principles of Criticism,"
besides the numerous discussions of the subject in
the magazines and literary journals.

A Western college professor lately discussed some
phases of the subject under the head of "Demo-
cratic Criticism;" whereupon other college profes-
sors raised the voice of protest, one of them asking
ironically, Why not have a democratic botany and
zoology and geology and astronomy ? I think itel;
